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Was it U Nu's idea or the army's? These questions cannot yet
be answered with certainty. There had long been discontent in
the army with the Government's conciliatory attitude towards
Communist and other rebels, and in particular over the sur-
render of the People's Comrade Party (formerly the P.V.O.)
in August 1958, when it was alleged that the Party handed over
only a small part of the arms in its possession. There was so
much tension between the army and the supporters of the
Government, that anything might have happened. Was an
army coup *to save the country from communism' planned?
The Cabinet were warned of one on zznd September, but
General Ne Win denied all knowledge of it. Three days later
the Cabinet, with the approval of Ba Swe and Kyaw Nyein,
decided to offer the premiership to Ne Win. On the night of
25th-26th September army units occupied key points in
Mandalay, Insein, Rangoon, the Mingaladon Airport and other
towns as a security measure. Then came U Nu's broadcast of
26th September followed by an Order of the Day issued by
General Ne Win announcing his acceptance of U Nu's invi-
tation because of serious unrest in the country.
Such is the sequence of events. It shows clearly that the
government was unable to fulfil its function of governing the
country and had to make way for one that could. But who took
the initiative? In any case, as a Rangoon newspaper put it,
the expression coup d'etat was successfully avoided in des-
cribing what happened, and the credit for this must certainly
go to U Nu. Even should he fail to recover his position as a
national leader, and this seems unthinkable at the time of
writing, his services to his country and to the cause of inter-
national goodwill must earn him a high place in history. That
he has made mistakes as a politician cannot be denied. It is
probable that his idealism has sometimes blinded him to
realities, that his loyalties and antipathies to colleagues and
government servants have not always allowed him to obtain the
best advice; but his moral strength stemming from his deep
religious convictions has been of inestimable value to his
country, especially in her times of crisis. And through religion
he has expanded Burma's influence for good with her neigh-
bours. For it was through his efforts that the Sixth Buddhist